
After climbing around in six old barns,
multiple early farm structures, and a large
timber-framed flour mill, participants of
Ohio Barn Conference IV got a bonus
barn added to the annual Barn Tour. And
it was an old one! 

As the barn enthusiasts were reboard-
ing the two tour buses after exploring the
Maxwell round barn, a member of the
Maxwell family offered to make arrange-
ments to visit another nearby barn. At first
glance the barn, belonging to Gene
Carter, didn’t appear to be any more
unusual than many we had passed on the
tour. A doorway into the dark interior of
one of the shed additions brought a dou-
ble crib log barn into view — the second
of the day. 

The “Barn Detectives” went right to
work looking for clues to the age and story
of the barn. The hand-hewn timbers were
very large and in excellent condition.

Closer inspection revealed

that parts of the log structure had been
sided at one time. Riven boards were used
to gird the log walls to keep grain con-
tained on the raised threshing floor  (now
gone). 

V-notched corner joints indicated a
very early barn. The overhead log span-
ning the area between the two cribs had
holes in the lower side on each end.
Wooden poles had apparently fit in these
routed holes and were fitted with some
sort of hinges. On these the doors could
swing wide open. The log structure
seemed to have had a floor at one time. 

Over the years, with changing needs
and farming techniques, the barn evolved
to what it is today. However, one only has
to enter the dimly lit interior to appreciate
the real charm, age, and 
story of this old barn.
V o l u n t e e r s
c l i m b e d
into

the upper sections of the crib to explore
for more clues and hidden details. That
effort turned up a circle with a flower-like
design carved into one of the posts, likely
the “signature” of the joiner who framed
this barn.

The “Barn Detectives” approximated
that the barn was constructed sometime
between 1795 and 1800, making it one of
the earliest barns in the state of Ohio. 

Do you know of an older barn? Friends
of Ohio Barns would be delighted to learn
of any contenders. 

Barn tour participants are grateful for
the generous hospitality and spontaneity
of the Maxwell and Carter families, as well
as the McKee, Carroll, Yaw, Mote and
Douglas families for allowing so many of
us to nose around their farms.

Gene Carter’s barn, one of Ohio’s 
earliest, graces Ross County several

miles outside Chillicothe. The shed
additions protect the original

double crib log barn. The
original barn, now cov-

ered with metal siding,
shows above the

shed roof.
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Tour turns up oldest known Ohio barn
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FOB Barn Workshop set for 
September at Dawes Arboretum

Dawes Arboretum and Friends of Ohio Barns will join forces to kick off our barn workshop September
6 and 7, 2003. 

The September workshop will be the first of two to help the Licking County arboretum restore the
Holman Farm barn, which is part of a recent expansion of the Dawes’ properties. Although no research
has been done into the barn’s history, it would appear to be a late nineteenth century timber frame thresh-
ing barn that was added on to and modified for twentieth century farming. As is usually the case, the addi-
tions and modifications were not done as well as the original barn and suffered greatly from little or no
maintenance. 

With help from Friends, Dawes hopes to take the barn back to its nineteenth century form. The pur-
pose of the weekend workshop will be to teach proper methods of slate removal and storage, siding
removal and storage, and stabilization techniques. It should be of considerable interest to barn repair spe-
cialists and those learning the trade. Instructors will include Joe Jenkins and Rudy Christian.

Please contact Tim Mason at the Dawes Arboretum office (800-443-2937) if you would like more
information. In case of bad weather, the workshop will be held the following weekend.

Background photo: This Barn at Dawes Arboretum will be the focus of September’s barn workshop.


